
11 Willow St. Waterloo 
519-725-9739 

            www.shallweknit.com

 

   Wow!  Is it really almost February?  

This has been a funny winter.  I’m not a 

big fan of winter but I am a knitter so 

winter means warm woollies.  We really 

need some cold so we can wear those 

lovely alpaca mitts or that cashmere 

cowl.  Cowls and Infinity scarves have definitely been 

the  go-to project around here this winter.  They are 

quick and generally mindless and they just wear so 

much nicer than a scarf – they stay where they are 

supposed to.  Our new Misti Alpaca Bulky makes a 

gorgeous cowl. 

  If you have been into the shop in the last few days 

you will see a couple of big changes.  Lynne did an 

amazing job after my guys did a little bit of 

construction.  Now if you go into the sock room you 

will find ALL of the fingering and 4 ply yarns in one 

spot!  Crazy!  Even the big black Koigu hutch has 

moved into the back room.  Now in the front room 

where the Koigu used to be is an amazing display of 

some of the cottons (more to come) just so we can start 

planning those spring sweaters before we get our 

winter ones done.  Choices!  We like lots of choices. 

  As always our class roster is pretty exciting.  

Whether you want to learn to knit, crochet or maybe 

spin – we have a class for you.  We are very excited to 

have Carolyn coming to teach again – with 3 boys at 

home I think she may be running away from home.  

If you want to have someone hold your hand while 

you cut into your knitting – Carolyn is the girl for 

you.  We also have Kate Atherley coming back and 

her classes are always worth taking.  AND we have 

Kim from Indigodragonfly coming to teach 2 very 

exciting classes. 

  February 14 th  is Valentine ’s Day and just because we 

love you all so much, for the one day only we are 

putting ALL leaflets on sale at Buy one get one (of 

equal or lesser value) FREE!  Get pondering your 

projects.   

 

 

 

A couple of dates to mark on your 

calendars ... 

  

 15th Annual Knitter's Frolic  

Saturday & Sunday, April 28 - 29, 2012  

The Japa nese Canadian Cultural Centre  

6Garamond Court, Toronto, Ontario  

Marketplace : Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Workshops : Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30., Sun.  10:00 a.m. - 5:00 . 

This  is one of the three big shows we do each year.  Vendors, 

classes, prizes, food and fun.   The Knitterõs Frolic is Torontoõs 

premiere spring fibre festival organiz ed by the Downtown Knit 

Collective.   Featuring a one -day marketplace on Saturday with 

vendors from across Ontario, Quebec, New York, and Michigan 

retailing fibre, knitting, crochet products, and related 

accessories. The Knitterõs Frolic features prize draws, The 

Knit Cafe, and the beautiful venue of The Japanese Canadian 

Cultural Centre to socializ e with like minded fibre enthusiasts.  

The Knitterõs Frolic also features two days of workshops for 

knitting, crochet, and spinning on Saturday and Sunday.  

 
 

World Wide Knit in Public 

Day  

Saturday, June 9 th  

We havenõt worked out all the details yet, but this is going to 

be a BLAST!  Anyone who has been to one of our previous Knit 

in Public days knows we like to have fun.  Last year , because it 

was our first year in the new location , we kept it a little 

quieter.  But this year look out!  

Mark the date  on your calendar and watch for more info in 

next months õ newsletter.  We have a few BIG ideas for this 

year.  
 

 



 

 

Beginner Knitting with Lise 
Thurs. Jan. 26

th
   6:30- 8:30  $20 plus materials 

So you want to learn to knit? For the absolute beginner 
knitter, this class will get you started with the basics of 
knitting. We'll start with casting on and proceed to the knit 
stitch. Once we've mastered those, we'll learn to purl, and 
then to cast off. We will be knitting mostly small samples in 
class, with a pattern for you to take home to work on for 
more practice. 

Ravelry 101 with Lynne 

Thurs. Jan. 26
th
   6:30 – 8:30     $20. 

New to Ravelry and wondering what all the fuss is about? 
Wondering how to make the most of your new account? 
This introductory tour will introduce you to the main features 
such as forums, groups, "friends," adding projects and 
stash, and using the search features. 

First Mittens with Lynne 
Sat. Jan. 28

th
 & Feb. 11

th
   10:00 - 12:00   

  $40 plus materials 
Mittens are one of those great projects that can be made 
with a small amount of yarn in a short amount of time. This 
class will knit a baby mitten in a medium-weight wool, to get 
experience in all the techniques with less knitting. Students 
will receive both a baby mitten pattern and multiple-gauge 
child & adult mitten pattern which we will learn to use in 
class. Techniques covered will include casting on and 
knitting in the round (using either dpns or two circulars), 
gusset shaping, picking up a thumb, and basic decreasing. 
**Students must be able to knit and purl independently, and 
be able to distinguish knit and purl stitches in their fabric. 

Beginner Machine Knitting with Cari 
Thurs. Feb. 2

nd
   6:30 - 8:30   $20 

Is your knitting machine gathering dust? If you’ve forgotten 
how to operate your machine, or are new to machine 
knitting, this is the class for you. We will cover casting on 
and off, single and multiple increases and decreases, and 
partial knitting. This class will provide you with the skills you 
need to adapt hand knitting patterns or to design your own 
patterns for the knitting machine. 
Cari will be demonstrating on a (single bed) Singer LK150. 
**This is a hands-on, bring your own machine workshop. If 
you aren't sure that your machine is in good working order, 
you will need to book an appointment to have it assessed 
before the workshop. An assessment fee will apply.  

Tunisian Crochet with Beth 

Sat. Feb. 4
th
   1:00 - 3:00   $20 plus materials 

Already know a bit about crochet and have a hankering for 
something a bit different? Come spend a few hours 
exploring Tunisian crochet, a variant of the craft that 
produces a distinctive textural fabric that's a little like 
crochet and a little like knitting. We will snack on four 
Tunisian stitches -- simple stitch, knit stitch, purl stitch, and 
double crochet -- while making a coaster or three. 
**Prerequisites: some experience of traditional crochet 
techniques, especially chaining, working into chains, and 
single and double crochet. 

 

Perfect Beginnings and Happy Endings with 
Cari (formerly Cornucopia of Cast-ons) 
Sat. Feb. 4

th
 and 25

th
   10:00 - 12:00   $40 plus materials 

Are you using the same old cast on for all your knitting 
projects, without considering which stitch pattern follows? 
When a pattern specifies an unfamiliar cast on, do you find 
yourself avoiding that project? Our first session will arm you 
with an arsenal of cast ons, and a knowledge of which one 
is most suitable for each knitting project.  
When you get to binding off your stitches, do you always 
use the same method, worrying the whole time that your 
“bind off loosely” isn’t quite loose enough? Does the 
prospect of kitchener stitch intimidate you? Do you stall on a 
project because you just aren’t sure how to close off those 
open stitches in the best way for that particular piece? In 
our second session you will learn a variety of ways to finish 
off your stitches and which method is best suited to each 
project.  
**Participants must be able to cast on, knit, purl and bind off 
with confidence.  

Finishing ï Beyond Mattress Stitch 
 with Carolyn 

Sat. Feb. 11
th
  10:00 – 12:00  $20 plus materials 

Do you knit beautiful garments, but are challenged when it 
comes to finishing them?  Learn to finish your knits like a 
professional!  This finishing class is for those who have 
mastered seaming with mattress stitch and would like to 
learn a little more. 
You will learn to pick up stitches for bands and collars; how 
to make and space out buttonholes; and how to sew in 
zippers.  By the end of the class you will graduate from 
‘homemade’ to ‘hand crafted’! 
**You must be comfortable with knitting and purling, casting 
on and binding off. 

Steeking ï be not afraid with Carolyn 
Sat. Feb. 11

th
   1:00 – 3:00    $20 plus materials 

Steeking is a technique used to knit tubes. Once finished, 
the knitted tube is cut in the places where you would like to 
make an opening or attach another piece. There is no 
purling or seaming involved. In this class, focused on fair 
isle steeks, we will discuss setting up steeks as well as 
planning and placing them. We will explore unreinforced, 
hand sewn and crocheted steeks. So, bring your scissors, 
and we’ll practice cutting your knitting! 

First Toe-Up Sock with Lynne 
Thurs. Feb. 16

th
 & Mar. 1

st
   6:30 - 8:30 

  $40 plus materials 
Learn how to make the most of your sock yarn by starting 
your socks at the toes, and knitting up until you run out of 
yarn! We will start with a seamless toe made with a Turkish 
cast-on. In the second class we will work through a wrap-
and-turn heel and options for casting off a stretchy sock 
cuff. 

 

 

http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/Enthusiastic%20Beginner.htm
http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/Ravelry%20Roadmap.htm
http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/First%20Mittens.htm
http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/Machine%20Knitting%20Beginner%20Basics.htm
http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/Tunisian%20Crochet.htm
http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/Happy%20Endings.htm
http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/Happy%20Endings.htm
http://www.shallweknit.com/Classes/Finishing.htm
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Beginner Knitting with Lise 
Thurs. Feb. 16

th
    6:30 – 8:30  $20 plus materials 

So you want to learn to knit? For the absolute 
beginner knitter, this class will get you started with 

the basics of knitting. We'll start with casting on and 
proceed to the knit stitch. Once we've mastered those, we'll 
learn to purl, and then to cast off. We will be knitting mostly 
small samples in class, with a pattern for you to take home 
to work on for more practice. 

Beginner Crochet with Beth 
Sat. Feb. 18

th
  10:00 - 12:00    $20 plus materials 

Have you ever wondered if crochet is the right hobby for 
you? Explore its possibilities while stitching a luxurious spa 
cloth in a course that introduces the absolute beginner to 
how to chain, single crochet, produce two single-crochet 
variations, and read a pattern and chart 

Continental Knitting with Kate  
Sat. March 3

rd
   10:00 – 12:00 $25 plus materials 

 Want to knit faster? Are you ready to tackle colourwork? 
Knitting continental style - with the yarn in your left hand 
rather than right - is the key to speed, and also helps you 
enormously with colourwork. 
** Suitable for knitters who are confident with knit and purl 
stitch. 

Knitters Toolkit with Kate 
 Sat. March 3

rd
  1:00 – 4:00 $35 plus materials 

 In this 3 hour session we’ll address the knitter’s most 
frequently asked questions, we’ll share some very practical 
tips for making your knitting look better, and we’ll broaden 
your knitting repertoire with some new methods and tricks. 
We cover increases and decreases: we’ll discuss four or 
five key methods for each, and tell you how to decide which 
to use where. We’ll equip with you with the two most 
important cast ons, and share two easy and magical 
solutions for better casting off. We’ll demystify buttonholes, 
and talk about why, how and when to use slipped stitches 
on the edge. Along the way, Kate will share her 
philosophies and techniques for making knitting easier and 
more fun! 

My First Cable Project: Kateôs Cabled Coffee 
Cup Cozy 

Sun. March 4
th
   10:00 - 12:00  $25 plus materials 

Learn the knitter's dirtiest secret - cables are unbelievably 
easy! We will get you started with Kate’s Cabled Coffee Cup 
Cozy – a quick and easy way to expand your skills and gain 
confidence. We'll address not only how to work cables, but 
also how to read charts and patterns. And Kate will share 
expert tips on how to keep track and stay on track with your 
cable knitting. 
**Suitable for newer knitters looking to expand their skills or 
established knitters looking to add cable to their repertoire. 

 

 

 

My First Shawl Project: The Herringbone 
Semi-Circular Shawl with Kate 

Sun. March 4
th
  1:00 – 3:00  $25 plus materials 

This project is an ideal way to get started with shawl and 
lace knitting. This fabulous but surprisingly simple top-down 
semi-circular shawl project teaches you all about shawl 
shaping, and how to work and read lace stitch patterns - 
and is a great way to show off a fun multicoloured yarn. 
Kate will also provide tips for working lace, preventing and 
fixing mistakes, and show how to finish it so it looks its 
absolute best. 
** Suitable for newer knitters looking to expand their skills or 
knitters looking to add lace to their repertoire. 

Why Did the Unicorn Cross the Road? 
Creating Personal Colourwork with Kim 

Sat. March 10
th
  10:00 – 4:00  (1 hr lunch break) 

$60 includes pattern and sampling kit 
Learn how to combine colours with confidence and 

combine them to create your own personal colourwork 
design! You will learn how to use colour theory to create 
different moods and effects with your colourwork. You will 
then use these ideas to create your own personal 
colourwork chart for a small project such as a cowl, mittens, 
boot toppers or a blanket square. 

Cliffs of Insanity Scarf with Kim 
Sun. March 11

th
  10:00 – 4:00 (1 hr lunch break) 

 $60 includes pattern and sampling kit 
The Cliffs of Insanity scarf asks you to let go of traditional 
knitting pattern structures and make creative design 
decisions to make a scarf or shawl that is uniquely yours. 
You will learn how to choose the perfect yarn for this 
project, how to manipulate cable placement to get different 
effects and how and when to add additional design 
elements to your scarf.  
**Note: projects will not be finished in class. While you are 
welcome to bring your own yarns to class, yarn packs will 
be available for purchase in a variety of bases and colours 

1 2 3 - Kids Beginner Knitting Class with Jen 
Tues. Mar. 13

th 
 OR Thurs. Mar. 15

th
 OR Sat. Mar. 17

th
  

10:00 – 12:00     $20 each class plus $5 kit if needed. 
Knitting is both fun and good for kids. Many kids enjoy the 
sense of satisfaction they get from learning a new skill and 
creating a beautiful product. As well, knitting improves 
concentration, manual dexterity and literacy skills, while 
building self-esteem and confidence.  
Our kids learn to knit classes will consist of three 2 hour 
sessions offered during March break. Students may attend 
one, two or three classes. Different skill levels will be 
accommodated during each session and all 
students will learn basic knitting skills and begin 
(and maybe finish) a knitting project in a relaxing 
and positive atmosphere. 
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Did you know? ( Some general shop info ) 

In the shop we have a Knitting Registry to help your family 
and friends get you just the gift to make you squee, whether it is 
your birthday, Christmas or just because. Come in or call us and 
we can fill out a card with your wants and needs.  You can put 
things as particular as a specific brand & size of needle or as 
general as green yarn.  We have been happy to see so many 
people taking advantage of this and adding lots of things to their 
wish list. 

 

 In the shop we have a Customer Appreciation Card, we 
would like to let you know how this works.  Every time you spend 
over $10 before taxes on regular priced yarn and accessories we 
put 10% on a card that you keep.  This is like a little stash of Shall 
We Knit? cash that you can spend on your next visit or just keep 
adding onto and save for something big.  There are a couple of 
exceptions, and if you have any questions please let us know. 

Did you know we have layaway?  It’s always a good idea if 
you are knitting a larger project that we make sure you have 
enough of a dye lot to finish your project plus an extra ball or two.  
Now we know that knitting isn’t inexpensive so to help we will put 
part of your yarn on layaway for up to 2 months.  At the end of 2 
months, if we haven’t heard from you, we will put it back out into 
stock.  If you are still working on the project and the yarn is still 
needed just give us a call and we will put it back into layaway for 
another month.   

We have a monthly bag draw for a gift certificate for MeMe’s 
Cafe in New Hamburg or Whole Lot-A Gelata in Waterloo.  To get 
into the draw all you have to do is bring in your own bag when you 
make a purchase. 

Return Policy – we have this posted in the shop but here it 
is.  We always recommend that when you are starting a project 
that you buy extra yarn.  No matter how well we do the math, there 
can always be that panic when you run out of yarn and we don’t 
have any more of the dye lot you were using.  So if you buy an 
extra ball or two and don’t need it for your project, you are 
welcome to return it with the original receipt. IF it is in original 
condition, free of odours and foreign matter.  It is standard policy 
to weigh the balls when they are returned. 
 We will also have to take the corresponding amount off of your 
Customer Appreciation Card.  Sale yarns from the Closet are final 
sale and are not included in the return policy. 
We also do not take returns on printed materials (patterns or 
books), needles or hooks. 

 

SWK? CLOSET DATES  

          February 14 th  – 18th  

         March 13 th  – 17th  

Every month, for one week and one week only, we open up our 
closet.  This is the room where we put end of lines, discontinued 
yarns, end of a dye lot or very special deals we get from our 
distributors.  As things sell, we fill up spaces with more products, 
so if you come early in the week, be sure to check back later for 

new treasures. As always, all sales from the closet are final sale. 

 

Spin & Chat 

Thurs. Feb. 23
rd

 6:00 – 8:00 

 

Knit & Chat 

Every Friday night from 6:00 – 9:00 is Knit & Chat.  Everyone is 
welcome and we are getting to be such a big group that we are 
opening another room for the evening.  You have your choice of 
sitting in the back room on the main level or in the classroom on 
the second floor.  So bring your knitting and come and enjoy an 
evening with people who totally understand about our addiction.   

 

Shall We Knit? hours 

Tuesday and Wednesday  10:00 - 5:30 

Thursday   10:00 – 8:00 

Friday   10:00 – 9:00 

Saturday   10:00 – 5:00 

Sunday and Monday CLOSED 


